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How different would Americans lives be if they had guaranteed access to health care, generous

public pensions, paid family leave, high-quality public pre-school care, increased rights at work, and

a greater say in how corporations are run? This one-of-a-kind book emphasizes that differences in

policies and institutions affect the lives of citizens by comparing health, pension, and family policies,

as well as labor markets and corporate governance in the United States, Sweden, and Germany.

Demonstrating that the US model of capitalism is not the only one that is viable, Bowman

encourages students not only to rethink their assumptions about what policy alternatives are

feasible, but also to learn more about American capitalism through insightful contrast. Covering a

wide range of policy areas and written in a crisp, engaging style, Capitalisms Compared is a perfect

companion for courses in political economy and public policy.
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"I am quite impressed by the individual chapters on policy areas and countries, in their accessible

and readable treatment of the subject, rich examples, and the right amount of detail. They reflect

solid research and expert knowledge, especially in reference to the relevant empirical data and

history of each of the three welfare states." -- Tomasz Inglot "Capitalisms Compared provides, in a

single source, an accessible, effective, and productive comparative analysis of the character and

practical operation of different types of capitalism and, in so doing, details the main insights of the

field of political economy and thereby addresses a noteworthy deficiency that currently plagues the



extant scholarship. John Bowman has developed a text that is at the forefront of its genre. I would

strongly recommend it not only to teachers of comparative public policy and political economy, but

also to anyone interested in gaining a sound understanding of the field." -- Shaun Young "The

comparisons between the U.S., Sweden, and Germany, which retain great analytical clarity and

sophistication throughout, are superbly structured. The detail on recent policy reform, in chapters

such as pensions or the labor market, are an especially welcome component which has no real

competitor text. The fact is that you cannot find any other book that is as comprehensive in making

structured public policy comparisons to understand the rich variety of capitalistic models that the

modern world economy is capable of producing." -- Jeffery Lewis

John R. Bowman is professor of political science at Queens College and the Graduate Center of the

City University of New York. He is the author of Capitalist Collective Action: Competition,

Cooperation, and Conflict in the Coal Industry, as well as articles on the politics of labor markets

and social policy in both the United States and Western Europe.
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